North Offaly

News Roundup

Community Activism is alive
‘and well all over Offaly

By Ray Lucey

On a Wednesday evening
in late March many com-
munity activists and volun-
teers from all over the
Faithful County convened
for an Offaly Public Partic-
ipation Network (PPN) Ple-
nary meeting in the
Tullamore Court Hotel.
| (Although held in 2022, in
| actuality this Plenary was
| for the year of 2021). Such
| events are an ideal oppor-
| tunity for attendees to
| acknowledge their achieve- -
| ments, share innovative
ideas, to network and make
- valuable contacts with
other like-minded people
and groups, with potential
| to collaborate on existing
| and planned community
| development projects.
| Bridie Costello Hynes,
Co-Ordinator, Offaly PPN
was MC for the evening
introduced an extensive
range of speakers and topi-
cal presentations to both
inform and entertain the 3 R -
audience, includingex-RTE . Deirdre Fox, Manager, Offaly Volunteer Centre with Ciaran Mullooly and -
Television midlands corre- ~Rebekkah Keaveny, Green Offaly at the Offaly Public Participation Network
spondent, Ciaran Mullooly ~ (PPN) Plenary meeting.
| as the keynote speaker. i 4
First to speak was Rebekah ~ makes use of one’s special community activities after In concluding he advised,
Keaveny of Green Offaly, a interests and talents, ulti- the slumber of Covid-19  “look around your commu-
representative of the Envi- mately making a difference  with  five community  nity and ask: what do you
ronmental Pillar of Offaly in your community. She groups he 1is actively want to change?” There fol-
PPN, whose aims include said succinctly that, “no- involved with along the Towed a captiv‘at'

: 3 2 5 ing Ques-
securing of goals for green  one makes it through life Longford-Roscommon bor- tions & Answers session
regeneration leading to a  without someone else’s der. ith lively particinats
sustainable rural future help” and that volunteer- Referring to local commu- gils Ve, DACUCIDALION;
with a twenty year plan, ing opportunities are end- nities throughout Offaly, cusslg ssues such as
covering all sectors. The less, ranging from working  with many volunteers from fuel poverty, S9uth_ Offaly
former ballroom in Kilcor-  in a charity shop to being areas within the county ~Special Olympics and the
mac is inline to be Fiesta on a board of an organisa- present, reinvigorating updates of Offaly PPN. A
Green HQ and with many  tion. Check out the OVC their commitment he said, draw with a multitude of
aspects to their ambitious  website for info:  “everything is possible and  fabulous hampers provided
plans, find out more at: https://volunteeroffalyie it doesn’t have to be this by Hereford and More, Tul-
https://greenoffalyie Ciaran Mullooly, ex-RTE, way” and that, “more than lamore, ended proceedings

Deirdre Fox, Manager, of ~spoke at length with ever now is a time for lead- on a high note with win-
the recently opened Offaly ~ impressive videos to back ership in communities.” perg hailing from every
Volunteer Centre, and in  up his intensive local com-  He added that , “if youwait  corner of the county. A pos-
charge of the Ukrainian munity involvement espe- for government...you will itively life-affirmi :

; s s . o PRy Ing event
hub at the front of their cially since his recent be waiting. for those who are :
premises in Tullamore, —retirement, giving invalu-  He said “the arrival of Sito Bt - passion-
listed some multiple bene- ~ able advice to all present, ~Ukrainians is the most pos- € O AINproving their
fits of volunteering. It especially in relation to itive thing to happen inIre. ~COMmMunities, the next
helps counteract negative securing of essential funds land in a long time” and foaly PPN Plenary meet-
feelings and anxiety, meet ~for community develop- that it will prove to be an 108 is planned for Novem-
people with similar inter- ment projects. He spoke in  “absolute positive for our ber 2022 (with details to
ests, boosts self-esteem, some detail of restarting community” follow later).
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